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1 Introduction 

1.1 Dunham Massey located on the edge of Greater Manchester (Figure 1) is one of the National 
Trust’s most visited properties.  

1.2 Dunham Massey comprises a Grade I listed House, surrounded by gardens to the north, east and 
south sides and a larger area of enclosed parkland.  It is a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden 
of Special Historic Interest, itself surrounded by an extensive agricultural estate managed 
through tenancies (Figure 2).  The NT exerts further influence over the wider landscape through a 
range of restrictive covenants in adjoining settlements.  Dunham Massey is therefore a focus 
within a much larger managed landscape setting.  The rural landscape extends from the south-
west edge of the Manchester conurbation c. 1.5km west of Bowdon, dipping gently down to the 
Bollin valley to the west and south west part of the wider Cheshire Plain and Mersey valley.   

1.3 This report is specifically concerned with the landscape and visual setting of the Registered 
historic parkland and notably the Grade II* Old Park owned by the National Trust (Figure 3).  Its 
purpose is to make recommendations for managing the surroundings in a way that conserves and 
enhances the significance of Dunham Massey. The report has not attempted to define a settings 
boundary for Dunham Massey. 

  

Figure 1: Location of Dunham Massey 

 

Figure 2: Dunham Massey: designated 
landscape and wider National Trust landholding 
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Figure 3: Dunham Massey Old Park 

Method and approach 

1.4 The study followed a method involving background research and data gathering, analysis and site 
visits.  As far as possible data was collated digitally in GIS format to assist in spatial analysis.   

Task 1: Background and information gathering 

1.5 The following Information was collated: 

General NT and property information 

• Statement of significance/ spirit of place information 

• Management/ conservation/ parkland/ estate plans 

• Note that the Estate Plan, in progress, was not available to inform the work but will be a 
helpful addition 

• Indication of heritage (and other) designations 

• NT property ownership information 

Data 

• OS Digital map base at appropriate scale (1:25k and 1:10k)  

• Topographical/landform data (digital surface model) 

General background 

Relevant background information on the local landscape character context (national and LPA 
level), air photos, key historic mapping, LPA context.   
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Task 2: Research and identification of key views/visual setting 

1.6 Research was undertaken to understand the significance of the Dunham Massey and notably the 
Old Park, to identify key features of the historic landscape including identification of views from 
the Park (and the wider Estate).  This included key visual relationships (to and from), designed 
views, vista and eyecatchers, incidental views, access and entrances (sense of arrival), public 
circulation.  The historic paintings (see Figure 5) provide an important indication of the park as 
the fulcrum of a much greater rural estate landscape.  The aim being to identify how the 
surroundings of Dunham Massey contribute to an understanding of significance.      

Task 3: Preparation of Zone of Theorectical Visibility (ZTV)  

1.7 Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV’s) were run using a bare earth model based on topographic 
data supplied by NT from key viewpoint locations within the Estate to show potential visibility out 
and the extent of visual setting.  These ZTVs are theoretical indications of visibility from Dunham 
Massey, and provide a guide for site verification.    

Task 4: Interim meeting 

1.8 At this stage the initial findings were presented to NT staff (and others), to review findings.   

Task 5: Field work and characterisation 

1.9 Using the results of the desk work and field verification, the area of visual setting was 
characterised into a series of discrete zones, including estate land and land beyond the NT 
boundary.  The field visit was used to:    

• Assess extent of visibility and visual setting; 

• Confirm the characterisation zones; 

• Understand historic and current character; 

• Consider key issues and threats; 

• Identify management recommendations. 

Task 6:  Management/ mitigation recommendations 

1.10 The management recommendations are focussed on the work required to conserve and enhance 
the significance of Dunham Massey and where relevant to mitigate threats.  They include 
recommendations for land beyond the NT ownership and remit.   

Structure of this report 

1.11 This report is structured, to present the findings in a logical way: 

Chapter 2:  Provides a summary of the significance of Dunham Massey and shows how the 
visual setting contributes to an understanding of significance; 

Chapter 3: Identifies the key viewpoints, within the Old Park that illustrate the visual setting; 

Chapter 4: Describes each viewpoint and relationship of the view to the significance of 
Dunham Massey; 

Chapter 5: Sets out recommendations for managing the setting in ways that conserve and 
enhance Dunham Massey’s significance.  
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2 Summary of the significance of Dunham 
Massey  

2.1 This report concentrates on the significance of the Dunham Massey Hall and associated landscape 
park.  It is not concerned with the significance of any of the important collections at the property.  

2.2 Dunham Massey passed by descent from its granting to Hamo de Massey in 1070 until the death, 
in 1976, of Roger Grey, 10th Earl of Stamford, when it was vested in the National Trust. 

2.3 The statement of significance notes that “Dunham Massey is first and foremost coloured by being 
the seat of a prominent noble family of ancient and illustrious lineage.  The conservative and 
sophisticated taste of the family together with their long held Puritanism have resulted in a place 
of sobriety and solidity which impresses by these characteristics rather than by grandeur and 
embellishment.”  

2.4 The statement of significance for Dunham Massey is provided in Appendix 1. 

The Hall and gardens 

2.5 Dunham Massey Hall is located towards the north end of the park on the slightly higher ground, 
which exploits views out via the formal avenues.  The house is of national importance (Grade 1) 
both in terms of its association with and development by two important families.  A house was 
constructed on this site on a moated platform in the early part of the C17.  It was substantially 
rebuilt on 1723 to the designs of John Norris and a major refurbishment was undertaken in 1906-
7 by J Compton Hall.  The house represents the taste of each generation especially that of the 
second Earl of Warrington (18th Century) and the Ninth Earl of Stamford (early 20th century).  
The collection is highly important.  The house is located centrally within the gardens, parkland 
and estate which form its immediate setting.  Gardens and pleasure grounds are situated on the 
north, east and south sides of the Hall.  The gardens surrounding the house retain 18th and 19th 
century features, although much of the historic detail has been lost. 

The Park 

2.6 The parkland, of medieval origin, was re-designed in the 17thand 18th century and comprises an 
Old and New Park, extending to approx. 100 ha.  The main elements of the parkland include a 
walled deer park landscaped with avenues, water features and structures of the late 17th to mid-
18th century(Old Park) and a, much diminished, informal Brownian parkland (New Park).  The 
history of the park is described in the Debois landscape survey, 2000. 

2.7 The Old Park is a deer park laid out in the early eighteenth century on mainly level ground to the 
south side of the house.  It was planted by the 2nd Earl of Warrington from the 1690’s.  Its 
design is essentially formal based on a relatively complex geometry forming a series of six 
avenues emanating from the goosefoot at the south front of the house (Figure 4 Debois Vistas).  
It is illustrated in four bird’s eyes views painted in c. 1750 by John Harris.  The avenues formed 
walks and vistas’ focussed on features such as Bowdon Church or monuments inside and beyond 
the park such as the obelisk.  To the north the avenue extends terminating at an obelisk in 
Whiteoaks Wood.  The higher land in the north of the park close to the Hall provides some distant 
views out to hills to the north and north east.  The South and North Avenues provide views from 
and back to the house.  The Avenues, as depicted by Harris, also framed views out of the park, 
illustrating Dunham Massey as the centre of status and fulcrum within a much wider rural 
landscape (Figure 5 Harris paintings).  The extent of the Old Park is dictated by the topography 
located on the level higher ground, and terminating at the bluff overlooking the Bollin Valley.  
This is used in the design of the park, with the parkland wall and perimeter walk exploiting views 
out over the natural rural landscape contrasting with the controlled formal landscape.  Channelled 
vistas along the formal avenues terminate at features within this wider landscape setting beyond.    

2.8 In addition to the formal avenues is a path system which provides an alternative sinuous route 
through the landscape providing incidental, informal views over the Park and out over the park 
wall to the River Bollin and fields beyond.  From the area around Charcoal Lodge there were 
drives through areas of woodland designed to frame views out to Bowdon Church tower on the 
skyline.  The design also encompassed areas of commercial woodland particularly in the south 
part of the park, cut through with vistas and paths to form part of the ornamental landscape.  
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The Old Park was planted for profit and beauty and as an expression of power.  The integrity and 
coherence of the eighteenth century layout survives at Dunham Massey Old Park.  It is 
considered to be a rare survivor of national importance.  The formal design of the 2nd Earl and 
depicted by Harris has formed the basis for the NT restoration strategy.   

 

Figure 4: Analysis of avenues within the old Park showing key vistas (Debois, 2000)  

2.9 The New Park which lies to the north east was first mentioned in 1434 and developed in the mid 
and late eighteenth century by Lady Mary Booth, Countess of Stamford.  The landscape design 
exploited the topography of hills and valley to create a different landscape of Brownian character.  
This is a largely enclosed inward looking landscape compared to the formal Old Park and has been 
much altered by new building, the reservoir and the golf course.   
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Dunham Massey from the south east Dunham Massey from the North 

  
Dunham Massey from the south Dunham Massey from the south west 

Figure 5: Harris paintings 

 
The estate 

2.10 The house, garden and deer park is surrounded by a wider area of estate land, owned by the 
National Trust which is managed through agricultural tenancies (refer to Figure 2).  The estate 
land is essential for the buffering of the hall and park from the encroachment of Manchester and 
also has its own historic integrity.  The wider estate land extends to some 1,274ha and 
represents the core of what was, for most of its history, a vast and powerful land holding, as 
depicted in the Harris paintings.  It is currently managed through 17 agricultural tenancies with 
mixed arable and livestock farming and small woodlands.  The estate is notable for its little 
changed traditional built fabric following renovation or rebuilding of the farmhouses and buildings 
to form model farms in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  National Trust also has around 
100 residential tenants within its Dunham Massey Estate, many of these being within small rural 
settlements such as Dunham Town and Dunham Woodhouses.  The character of the wider area is 
also conserved through restrictive covenants with the NT, including over parts of the adjoining 
urban settlements of Bowdon and Altrincham.    
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Summary of how surroundings contribute to the significance of Dunham Massey  

• The surrounding rural agricultural character is important to an understanding of 
Dunham Massey.  It provides a strong contrast with the developed suburbs of 
Manchester and is a symbol of the once vast landholding associated with the nobility of 
Dunham Massey. 

• The wider estate land represents the core of what was, for most of its history, a vast 
and powerful land holding.  The estate is notable for its little changed traditional built 
fabric following renovation or rebuilding of the farmhouses and buildings to form model 
farms in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.   

• The Old Park (Grade II*) is a rare survivor of early eighteenth century formal design.  
Its location on level ground overlooking the Bollin Valley is part of the key to 
understanding the place, with the controlled formal landscape juxtaposed with the 
pastoral valley landscape and working Estate landscape; 

• The eighteenth century parkland of formal avenues (forming walks and vistas) is 
designed with views out terminating at features in the wider landscape – including 
Bowdon Church to the south west and the obelisk in Whitehouse Wood to the north 
symbolising the vast and powerful landholding; 

• The designed landscape includes informal perimeter paths along the park wall with 
views out to the rural agricultural landscape beyond and notably to the sinuous 
pastoral valley of the River Bollin to the south and west and features including the mill;   

• Dunham Massey has long had an important function serving as a green oasis set 
between the urban edge of Manchester to the east and the rural tranquillity of 
Cheshire to the west.  This sense of arrival (and leaving the urban area) is still 
perceived in the approach to Dunham Massey.   

• Today, this rural character is more important than ever, and Dunham Massey provides 
an invaluable opportunity for ‘countryside’ recreation and access; it is one the Trust’s 
most visited properties. 
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3 Key views and character of the wider 
landscape 

3.1 This section identifies the key views out of Dunham Massey from within the area included on 
English Heritage’s register of parks and gardens of special historic interest.  The study has 
concentrated on the formal eighteenth century Old Park. While it is recognised that setting is not 
just concerned with visual aspects it is clear, from the previous chapter, that at Dunham Massey 
the views out and connections with the wider landscape are central to understanding its 
significance.   

Identifying key viewpoints 

3.2 A series of viewpoints were selected to represent either the historic designed views or vistas out, 
incidental views such as along the perimeter walks, or those places where there are particularly 
strong connections with the wider landscape.     

3.3 The viewpoints were identified through reviewing the following information and confirmed by site 
survey: 

• Preparation of Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 

• Understanding of historic images illustrating views (Harris paintings,1750) 

• Historic landscape survey of Dunham Massey (Debois Landscape Survey Group, May 2000) 

• Knowledge of National Trust regional and property staff 

3.4 The viewpoints selected are shown in Figure 6 and listed below: 

• Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot 

• Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove 

• Viewpoint 3: South Avenue 

• Viewpoint 4: Perimeter Walk 

• Viewpoint 5: Southern end of Lam Walk 

• Viewpoint 6: Middle Avenue 

• Viewpoint 7: Charcoal Drive 

• Viewpoint 8: Track north of the moat 

• Viewpoint 9: West of the stable building 

• Viewpoint 10: Charcoal Lodge 

3.5 For each viewpoint, this chapter describes the view, its role and contribution to the significance of 
Dunham Massey, and the relationship with the wider landscape.
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Figure 6: Viewpoints 
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   Understanding character 

3.5 The surroundings of Dunham Massey, as identified through the visual assessment, have been 
drawn together as a series of 10 character areas.  Character areas are defined on the basis of the 
visual relationship with Dunham Massey Old Park, as ascertained through site survey and ZTV, 
and an understanding of factors including geology, topography, hydrology, land cover that 
contribute to the landscape, as well as existing landscape character assessments.  A range of 
these factors are illustrated in Figures 7, 8 & 9 below and the 10 defined character areas shown 
on Figure 10.  Note that Figure 10 does not attempt to define a setting for Dunham Massey and 
there may be some development (of such extent, height or bulk) beyond these character areas 
that could potentially be visible from Dunham Massey and impact upon its significance. 

 

Figure 7: The geology of Dunham Massey 
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Figure 8: The topography of Dunham Massey 

 

Figure 9: Landscape character areas at Dunham Massey 
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Figure 10: Character areas 
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Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot south side 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 1 

The goosefoot is the key component of the 18th century designed landscape at Dunham Massey 
with six avenues radiating to the north-east (towards Dunham Town), south-east (Charcoal Drive 
and Middle Avenue), south (Lam Walk and South Avenue), south-west (Langham Grove) and west 
(towards Little Bollington).  The avenues were designed to frame views out of the park or through 
the parkland and to the surrounding landscape including the wooded ridge beyond to the south. 

 

Description 

The 18th century designed landscape, as depicted in the Harris paintings of the 18th century, 
remains largely intact.   Views from the D of the goosefoot are therefore wide ranging with the 
formal avenues drawing attention to the distant landscape or eye-catchers such as the obelisk at 
the end of the Langham Grove. 

The wooded ridgeline which surrounds the estate to the south and east can been seen at the end 
of the South Avenue and Langham Grove. There are occasional distant flashes of traffic on the A56 
at the end of South Avenue. The view along Charcoal Drive is interrupted by tree planting at the 
point where the avenue divides in two. 

To the west, along Smithy Drive there are longer views out across lower lying floodplain towards 
the mill at Little Bollington. 

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 1: Bollin Valley 
Character area 2: Bollington floodplain 
Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  
Character area 4: Home farm estate land 
Character area 5: Northern estate land 
Character area 7: Castle Hill 
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Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove west over the Bollin Valley 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 2 

This is a key view at the terminus of the formal parkland avenue out over the surrounding 
valley landscape.  It creates a juxtaposition with the natural meandering river and grazed 
pasture of the Bollin contrasting with the structure and order of the formal layout.  The 
obelisk marks the terminus of Langham Avenue in views from the mansion, with the 
landscape beyond providing the backdrop and setting.  It is also the location of the perimeter 
walk designed to take in these contrasting views and show off the ordinary ‘working’ 
countryside and extent of the wider estate beyond.   This view is key to understanding the 
significance of Dunham Massey as the fulcrum of a vast and powerful land holding as 
depicted in the Harris paintings (c. 1750).    

 

Description 

The topography creates a natural plateau on which the house and formal parkland are 
located, dropping steeply away at the perimeter wall to the lower lying Bollin Valley.  The 
view is of a sinuous pastoral landscape with meandering natural river course, grazed pasture 
and tree clumps.  Its openness and naturalness contrast markedly with the structured, 
formality of the parkland.  The view terminates in the wooded ridgeline forming the valley 
slopes creating a sense of containment.  Detracting features include the A56 and pylons 
within the floodplain.  

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 1: Bollin Valley 

Character area 2: Bollington floodplain 
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Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove west over the Bollin Valley 

Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  



 

 Managing the visual setting of Dunham Massey 17 November 2015 

Viewpoint 3: South Avenue looking south across Bollin Valley towards the wooded ridge at the crest of the Bollin Valley 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 3 

The South Avenue is located on the central axis to the main house with the width of the 
avenue affording framed views to the landscape beyond the designed parkland to the wooded 
ridge to the south.  This view remains largely intact.  It is significant as a key element of the 
formal parkland layout as depicted by Harris (1750) with the distant wooded backdrop 
terminating the framed view out.   

 

Description 

The ground at the end of the South Avenue slopes steeply southwards towards the River Bollin.  
The perimeter wall is located someway down the slope which allows uninterrupted views across 
the Bollin Valley and to wooded slopes above the valley. 

The open grassland of the valley contrasts with the more wooded slopes, the topography of the 
lower slope itself being an important feature. The slopes which terminate the view contain 
fields, with close cropped hedgerows, punctuated by trees and small woodland belts which 
together create a more wooded character.  Tree belts also screen the A56 and main M56 
junction.     

A pylon located with the valley to the south of the river is visible from this viewpoint and rises 
above the wooded ridge line.  The associated cables are visible across the sightline.  There are 
also glimpses of traffic on the A56 and the tops of HGVs are visible on the M56, and 
infrastructure associated with the M56 junction. 

Associated character areas  (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 1: Bollin Valley 
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Viewpoint 3: South Avenue looking south across Bollin Valley towards the wooded ridge at the crest of the Bollin Valley 

Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  
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Viewpoint 4: Perimeter walk 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 4 

The perimeter walk along the parkland wall is part of the eighteenth century design and was 
intended to provide a series of incidental views out over the parkland wall to the River Bollin 
meandering through the pastoral landscape beyond.  This view provides a strong contrast with the 
formal layout of the Old Park.  It is also symbolic of the Estate as the fulcrum of a wider powerful 
land holding, and a juxtaposition of the ornamental and working landscape   

 

Description 

The perimeter walk was located above the south west slope which enabled views out above the 
perimeter wall to the River Bollin valley.  The boundary is planted with trees resulting in glimpsed 
views out along the path.   

Views from the perimeter are wide offering views in both directions through the valley and towards 
the wooded ridge line to the south. 

The River Bollin follows a meandering course through the valley with sections of its steep banks 
planted with coppiced trees.  It appears the River’s banks have been artificially raised possibly to 
prevent seasonal flooding of the surrounding grazing pasture.  

Pylons are located on the north facing slopes of the wooded valley.  There are also glimpses of 
vehicles on the A56.  

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 1: Bollin Valley 

Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  

 



 

 Managing the visual setting of Dunham Massey 20 November 2015 

Viewpoint 5: Southern end of Lam Walk looking across Home Farm 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 5 

The viewpoint provides a link to the settlement of Bowdon and in particular the designed views out to 
Bowdon Church, with the tower forming a distinctive landmark visible above the wooded hill.   

 

Description 

The tower of Bowdon Church is clearly visible to the south east with the rest of the buildings within 
Bowdon nestling below the tower and largely beneath the tree lined ridge.  As such the church tower 
is still visible as a distinctive landmark, rising above a largely wooded skyline. 

An agricultural building is located within the National Trust boundary to the west of the view. 

A deciduous wooded copse is located within the National Trust holding to the west. 

A close-cropped hedge follows the route of the A56 which defines the eastern edge of Dunham 
Massey estate.  However features associated with this road are clearly visible including street lighting, 
signage and a petrol station.  White-washed residential properties which line the A56 are also visible. 

The agricultural land forms an important buffer between the edge of the registered park and Bowdon. 

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 4: Home farm estate land 

Character area 6: Bowdon and New Park 

Character area 7: Castle Hill 
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Viewpoint 6: Middle Avenue 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 6 

The deer leap at the terminus of the Middle Avenue is a key element of the 18th century 
designed landscape and is an intentional feature of the perimeter wall allowing views both out 
of and into the Old Park.  

 

 

Description 

The dear leap allows for controlled views out towards Castle Hill.   The view is stopped mid-
distance by properties within Castle Hill.   However the low-rise nature of these buildings 
allows for a largely open skyline.   

A modern agricultural building is located in the foreground and is a detracting feature in the 
view.   

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 4: Home farm estate land 

Character area 7: Castle Hill 
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Viewpoint 7: Charcoal Drive towards the stables building 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 7 

The designed view along Charcoal Drive focuses on the Grade I Listed stables to the south of 
the Hall.  The Drive is a significant feature of the designed landscape and would have formed 
one of the main approaches to the Hall.     

 

Description 

The view along the Drive is framed by deciduous avenue planting with woodland beyond.  
The sightline is therefore drawn along the avenue to the heart of the estate. 

As with other locations within the registered park, views are confined laterally but are largely 
opened to the sky. 

A pylon, with the landscape beyond, rises above the height of the stables. 

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  
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Viewpoint 8: Track north of the moat towards the Obelisk and Whiteoaks Wood 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 8 

The avenue to the north of the Hall is clearly shown in the Harris paintings and is perhaps 
the most significant designed landscape feature in this part of the Old Park.  It contains a 
carefully controlled view out to the Obelisk, which is flanked by the backdrop of Whiteoaks 
Wood. The uninterrupted wooded skyline and backdrop is an important feature of this view.  

 

Description 

The view is focused on an obelisk which is framed by an avenue of deciduous trees and a 
backdrop provided by Whiteoaks Wood.  However the surrounding trees have encroached on 
the view and long grass surrounding the obelisk allowed to grow long which detracts from 
the intended formal character of this design feature. 

A dear leap has been installed along the perimeter wall at mid-distance in the view.  The 
location of this feature allows for views both out to the obelisk and back towards the House.  

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 5: Northern estate land 
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Viewpoint 9: West of the stable building towards the Bollin Valley and floodplain 

 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 9 

The view westwards from the archway within the Grade I Listed Carriage House is 
framed by an avenue of deciduous trees drawing the viewer’s attention out of the 
registered park to the wooded ridge beyond.  It appears that this view was a key 
element of the 18th century designed landscape and is visible in the Harris 
paintings.  Indeed this series of paintings suggest that an obelisk may have been 
located towards the top of the ridge. 

This view is broadly representative of views from this western perimeter of the 
parkland.  Form other locations it is possible to see between trees out to Bollington 
Mill and the landscape beyond.   

 

Description 

The perimeter wall, located at the end of the avenue, is situated beneath the height of 
ground level within the registered park.  The perimeter wall thus forms a similar role to that 
of a ha-ha allowing uninterrupted views out of the designed landscape, encompassing the 
floodplain of the River Bollin. 

Trees have now been able to establish at the end of the avenue and the canopies are 
beginning to obscure views out to the wooded ridge beyond. 

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the character areas) 

Character area 1: Bollin valley 

Character area 2: Bollington floodplain 

Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  
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Viewpoint 10: East side of Charcoal Lodge along Charcoal Road 

 

View looking west along Charcoal Road from the entrance by Charcoal Lodge 

  

View looking east along Charcoal Road from the entrance by Charcoal Lodge 

Significance Location of Viewpoint 10 

The entrance at Charcoal Lodge formed the linking point for the Old Park at Dunham 
Massey and New Park to the north east. 

 

Description 

Charcoal Road follows the perimeter wall of the registered park and is the main 
approach to the National Trust property for visitors arriving from Altrincham and 
Macclesfield.   There is limited visual connectivity between Old Park and New Park 
and the area is dominated by the asphalt surface of Charcoal Road and a footpath. 

The boundaries of residential properties are demarcated by non-native plants and 
low timber fencing.  

Associated character area(s) (see following section for description of the 
character areas) 

Character area 4: Home Farm estate land 

Character area 6: Bowdon and New Park 
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4 Managing the setting of Dunham Massey 

4.1 The following section considers the character of the landscape which surrounds the registered 
park at Dunham Massey.  The information collated on the visual setting, drawing on the viewpoint 
analysis in the previous section, plus an understanding of the physical and natural character of 
the landscape has been used to define local character areas for the surroundings of the registered 
parkland.  These character areas are illustrated on Figure 10. 

4.2 The character areas provide a spatial characterisation of the landscape into discrete units of land 
of similar character, and as such they provide a tool to consider appropriate management.  They 
include the land that contributes to the visual setting of the Old Park, and include land both within 
and beyond the National Trust ownership boundary.   

4.3 A descriptive summary is provided for each character area followed by a statement of its 
contribution to the significance of Dunham Massey and its role in relation to the key views 
identified in the previous section.  A series of management recommendations are provided for 
each character area which aim to: 

• conserve and enhance the surroundings of Dunham Massey; 

• strengthen the landscape character; 

• reduce the impact of existing detracting features.  

4.4 The overall objective is to manage the surroundings in a way that conserves and enhances the 
significance of Dunham Massey.  The management recommendations also anticipate mitigation 
and enhancement opportunities in relation to future change in the setting.    

4.5 Although the following section primarily focuses on the character of the landscape within the 
immediate vicinity of the registered park, the wooded skyline which surrounds Dunham Massey is 
of great importance to its setting and provides a backdrop to both framed and glimpsed views 
from the Old Park.  Future management should therefore aim to conserve the uninterrupted 
skyline and seek to ensure any development either within the defined character areas or in the 
landscape beyond, does not breach or overtop the wooded backdrop.   
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Character area 1: Bollin Valley 

Description 

The character area has been shaped by the River Bollin which meanders north-south through the 
valley.  The floodplain is predominantly managed as pasture but also includes arable and rough 
grassland.  Where present, field boundaries comprise a mixture of hedgerows and/ or post and 
wire fences. The area also contains scattered and isolated trees particularly adjacent to the river.  
In some instances trees have been able to establish along the river and are disrupting views from 
the registered park (e.g. viewpoint 2). 

Bollington Mill (Listed Grade II) is located towards the north west of the area and is visible from 
the western side of the registered park.   Other urban structures within the area are limited but 
pylons transect the southern tip of the area and are visible in framed views from South Avenue.   
The pylons are also visible in framed views along Charcoal Drive where the structures appear 
above the Stables building. 

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

The character area extends as a distinct valley beyond and below the level topography of the 
registered park with the pastoral landscape providing a contrast to the formal designed landscape 
of Dunham Massey.  The open nature of the floodplain offers uninterrupted views through the 
valley with views contained by the surrounding wooded ridge.  

The Bollin Valley is a key view from Dunham Massey and is essential to its setting.  The registered 
landscape has been intentionally designed to draw on and contrast with the pastoral qualities of 
the valley and provide long views across the valley. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot south side 

• Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove 

• Viewpoint 3: South Avenue 

• Viewpoint 4: Perimeter walk 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

Most of the character area is within National Trust ownership.  Bollington Mill and a strip of land alongside the Bridgewater Canal, fall outside of National Trust ownership. 
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Character area 1: Bollin Valley 

Management objectives (all areas within National Trust ownership) 

• Conserve the landscape as a rural pastoral valley. 

• Conserve the meandering natural course of the River Bollin.  

• Conserve views out of the registered park through the valley and to key features such as Bollington Mill and the wooded ridge to the southwest. 

• Seek opportunities to increase the ecological value of the River Bollin and the floodplain through the creation of shallow/ scalloped banks and allowing seasonal flooding. 

• Manage trees stock through selective thinning and coppicing to restore lost views from the registered park (e.g. from Viewpoint 2) and conserve the open nature of the 
valley.  

• Allow low-intensive grazing within the character area and avoid applying fertilisers to encourage greater diversity in the grassland sward (to be informed by further 
ecological surveys). 

• Seek opportunities to relocate the pylons to enhance intended views from the registered park (e.g. Viewpoints 3 & 4). 

• Strengthen planting along the A56 to provide a robust screen and opportunities to augment existing and create further tree clumps and belts in the middle distance to 
enhance screening. 

• Seek opportunities for some judicious planting of tree clumps in the valley or boundary within Character Area 3 to screen any future development whilst retaining the 
pastoral setting.  

• Maintain the uninterrupted wooded ridgeline in views out of the park and monitor tall developments beyond the ridge that could overtop the ridge and impact on the 
rural views out from the park. 
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Character area 1: Bollin Valley 
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Character area 2: Bollington floodplain 

Description 

The Bollington floodplain is situated between the Dunham Estate and the River Bollin and is within 
the National Trust ownership.  The area is managed as pasture and arable cropping.  It is divided 
by field boundaries with post and rail fences and avenue planting emphasising the main pedestrian 
routes between the registered park and Little Bollington.  

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

The character area forms the topographic edge of the registered park with the pastoral landscape 
providing a contrast to the formal designed landscape of Dunham Massey.  The open nature of the 
floodplain offers uninterrupted views through the valley with views contained by the surrounding 
wooded ridge.  

The Bollin Valley is a key focal point of Dunham Massey and is essential to its setting.  The 
registered landscape has been intentionally designed to draw on the pastoral qualities of the valley 
with the wooded ridgeline beyond. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove 

• Viewpoint 9: West of the stables building 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

• The entire area is within National Trust ownership. 

Management objectives  

• Manage the area as part of the continuation of the pastoral river valley redesigning features such as the heavy timber post and rail fence which lines the route from the 
registered park to Little Bollington. 

• Conserve views out of the registered park to the River Bollin, Bollington Mill and the wider landscape, providing an uninterrupted backdrop.   

• Allow low-intensive grazing within the character area and avoid applying fertilisers to encourage greater diversity in the grassland sward (to be informed by further 
ecological surveys). 

• Undertake further research to consider historic views out of the registered park, such as along the perimeter path, and identify further opportunities to reinstate lost 
landscape features. 

• Maintain the uninterrupted wooded ridgeline in views out of the park and monitor tall developments beyond the ridge that could overtop the ridge and impact on the rural 
views out from the park. 
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Character area 2: Bollington floodplain 
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Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  

Description  

The topography of the area gently slopes downwards from the wooded ridge to the 
south, northwards towards the River Bollin.  The north facing slopes are divided by a 
network of medieval and post-medieval reorganised fields enclosed by hedgerows with 
standard trees.  The fields vary in size and are managed for grazing and to produce 
arable crops.    

A number of farms are scattered through the character area with some modern 
buildings and associated features (e.g. polytunnels) visible from the registered park.  
The village of Little Bollington is located within the northern boundary of the character 
area.  Only parcels of land on the northern edge of the character area are under the 
ownership of the National Trust (shown in blue on the adjacent plan). 

Two major highways transect the character area; the M56 crosses the southern 
portion with the A56 following the northern boundary.   There are glimpses of the A56 
from the registered park although these are partially screened by a hedgerow and tree 
planting.  Although it is not possible to see the M56 from the registered park, the 
traffic from this major highway is audible and HGVs are partially visible. 

Pylons run along the slopes and are often present in designed views from the 
registered park.  

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

This character area is of exceptional importance to the setting of the Dunham Massey estate and to the 18th century designed landscape.   The ridge with its mix of 
estate land and wooded field boundaries frames views through the avenues from the goosefoot and the main house.  The slopes are also visible from the perimeter 
walk.  The rural character of the present day landscape reflects that seen in the Harris paintings of the 18th century. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 2: Obelisk/ Langham Grove 

• Viewpoint 3: South avenue 

• Viewpoint 4: Perimeter walk 

• Viewpoint 9: West of stables building 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

Much of the character falls outside of National Trust ownership, apart from a modest area of land along the northern boundary of the character area. 
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Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  

Management objectives 

• Conserve the uninterrupted skyline and seek to ensure any development either within the character areas or in the landscape beyond, does not visually breach or 
overtop the wooded backdrop. 

• Conserve the rural character through managing the agricultural field structure, and historic farm buildings.  Where possible intrusive features such as polytunnels 
could be screened by native hedgerows and tree planting. 

• The undeveloped views to the ridgeline should be conserved as a key component of the designed landscape.  Any new development in this area is likely to be visible 
from key viewpoints in the historic park and should be considered in the context of its impact on these viewpoints and from views within the registered park and 
sensitively designed to reflect the rural landscape character.  Development should be contained beneath the height of the wooded ridge. 

• Seek to reduce the impact of major infrastructure on the setting of Dunham Massey estate through strengthening native tree and hedge planting along the A56 and 
M56, avoiding street lighting at the junction of the A556 with the M56, and judicious tree planting in relation to new infrastructure (HS2). 

• Seek opportunities to relocate the pylons to limit the impact of these structures on designed views out of the registered park. 

• Maintain the uninterrupted wooded ridgeline in views out of the park and monitor tall developments beyond the ridge that could overtop the ridge and impact on the 
rural views out from the park. 
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Character area 3: Estate land and wooded slopes  
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Character area 4: Home Farm 

Description  

This largely pastoral landscape provides a buffer between the registered park, the A56 
and Dunham Massey town beyond.  The area remains in agricultural use and contains 
Home Farm and associated agricultural buildings.   A modern agricultural building has 
been constructed outside of the Home Farm complex and is a dominant feature in views 
from the registered park.  

The topography of the area is level with field hedgerow boundaries which allows 
uninterrupted views across Bowdon and its church.  A native hedgerow follows the route 
of the A56 and helps limit the visual impact of the A56 and surrounding residential 
properties. However a petrol station is a key detractor and would benefit from further 
screening.  

Two woodland copses are located midway in the character area although the individual 
parkland trees shown on Ordnance Survey mapping of the late 19th century have been 
lost.  

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

The character area contains Home Farm which is intrinsically linked with the Dunham 
Massey estate.  The continuation of agricultural practices within the area reflects the 
historic land management practices which were adopted surrounding the registered park.   

Extent of National Trust ownership 

The area is almost entirely owned by the National Trust however two properties on the north-eastern boundary fall outside of the Trust’s ownership.   

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 5: Southern end of Lam Walk looking across Home Farm 

• Viewpoint 6:Middle Avenue 

Management objectives 

• Conserve the pastoral landscape to reflect historic landscape management practices whilst retaining a buffer between the registered park and Dunham Massey town.  

• Conserve view to Bowdon Church and skyline beyond.  Development within Bowdon and Altrincham should not obscure or detract from views to the Bowdon Church 
and should be kept beneath the existing tree line. 

• Plant native deciduous trees to provide a visual foils to modern agricultural building and the nearby petrol station. 

• Manage hedgerow along the boundary with the A56 to maintain visual foil from the registered park. 
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Character area 4: Home Farm 
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Character area 5: Northern estate land 

Description  

The character area is formed by a network of large arable fields surrounding Dunham 
Town and agricultural buildings.  Fields are regular in shape and defined by hedgerows 
and fairly straight country lanes.   

The landscape rolls gently from a height of 50m above sea level in the south and west 
down to a height of 30m above sea level to the north and the Bridgewater Canal. 

A diamond block of woodland, known as Whiteoaks Wood, forms the backdrop to a 
designed view from the House. 

The open nature of the character area allows for largely uninterrupted views to the 
skyline.   Note that the historic estate farmland extends further to the north of the 
Bridgewater Canal and includes a number of small steadings.  Much of the area is within 
NT ownership and retains a strong historic estate character.    

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

The northern estate land is essential to the setting of the registered park and contains 
Dunham Town.  Furthermore the area largely retains the historic character as indicated in 
the Harris paintings.  The character area is therefore important to the understanding of 
the historic land uses in the wider landscape. 

The Northern Estate land provides the rural setting and approach to Dunham Massey from 
Altrincham (and the motorway network) – this character being important to the sense of 
escape and tranquillity enjoyed by visitors at the property.   

Although the land contained within section 5b of the character area is not visible from the 
registered park, this area is important to the historic rural setting of Dunham Massey.  
There is a much more extensive area of estate land to the north (in NT ownership) which 
further contributes to the historic rural character of this area which is also important.  

Extent of National Trust ownership 

The majority of the land is within the ownership of the National Trust.  There are a number of properties within Dunham Town which are in private ownership. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 8: Track north of the moat 

• Experience of arrival at Dunham Massey 
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Character area 5: Northern estate land 

Management objectives 
• Conserve the uninterrupted wooded skyline and backdrop in views to the north of the house (including from viewpoint 8, and views out from rooms within the house 

itself).  Seek to ensure any tall development either within the character areas or in the landscape beyond, does not breach or overtop the wooded backdrop. 

• Conserve the agricultural landscape including hedgerow boundaries to reflect historic landscape management practices.  

• Maintain the rural character of the approach to Dunham Massey, and contrast with the adjacent urban area, avoiding development which would blur this distinction.  

• Conserve skyline views and ensure any future development within or adjoining the area reflects the historic character of the landscape and built environment.   

• Conserve the historic estate character including the land to the north of the Bridgewater Canal (refer to NT Estate Management Plan). 
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Character area 6: Bowdon and New Park 

Description  

The character area contains New Park which is included within the Dunham Massey 
registered park and garden boundary.  New Park is thought to have been designed by 
Lancelot Capability Brown although it has been largely altered by the construction of a golf 
course.   

Development associated with Altrincham and Bowdon surrounds New Park to the east 
although this largely obscured from views within New Park by boundary planting.  New Park 
also forms an important buffer to Old Park from encroaching development.  

The character area is located around a hill which ranges from a height of 45m above sea 
level along its boundary to a summit of 75m above sea level at its centre.  Bowdon Church 
is located on the southern slopes of the hill and is used as an eye-catcher for the designed 
landscape from Old Park.   

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

New Park is a significant historic feature related to the Dunham Massey estate and is 
included within English Heritage’s register of parks and gardens of special historic interest.  
The wider character area contains Bowdon Church which is a prominent feature set on the 
side of the hill and used as an eye-catcher from designed landscape of the Old Park. 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

New Park is within National Trust ownership with the Trust also owning pockets of land within both Altrincham and Bowdon. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot 

• Viewpoint 5: Southern end of Lam Walk 

• Viewpoint 6: Middle Avenue 

Management objectives 

• Manage planting along boundaries of New Park to retain visual foil from surrounding development. 

• Improve visual and physical connectivity between Old Park and New Park.   

• Conserve views to Bowdon Church and skyline beyond.  Development within Bowdon and Altrincham should not obscure or detract from views to the Bowdon Church 
and where possible should be kept beneath the existing tree line. 
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Character area 6: Bowdon and New Park 

 



 

 Managing the visual setting of Dunham Massey 42 November 2015 

Character area 7: Castle Hill 

Description  

Castle Hill is divided between low density residential development to the north and agricultural land to 
the south.  The residential properties are typically low rise with gardens to the front and rear.   Many of 
the properties contain large trees which help to limit the visual impact of the development from the 
registered park.   A petrol station is located along the A56 and is visible from the registered park. 

The south portion of the character areas is managed for agriculture and has been divided in to large 
irregular parcels and enclosed by hedgerows and trees.  A cluster of farm buildings is located to the south 
and a strip of deciduous woodland extends into the character area from the western boundary adjacent to 
a residential building. 

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

Castle Hill formed part of the wider Dunham Massey estate and would have within the views out over the 
designed landscape.  Although now partly developed for residential use, the southern portion of the area 
retains some of the agricultural landscape which would have once characterised the space. 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

Only a small section of land adjacent to the A56 and River Bollin falls within the ownership of the National 
Trust. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot 

• Viewpoint 5: Southern end of Lam Walk 

• Viewpoint 6: Middle Avenue 

Management objectives 

• Manage boundary hedges and trees to retain visual foil to residential properties. 

• Seek to ensure any developments within Castle Hill do not impede on views from the Old Park. 

• Conserve the field network to reflect historic land character. 

• Manage hedgerow along the boundary with the A56 to maintain visual foil from the registered park. 
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Character area 7: Castle Hill 
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Character area 8: Wooded river valley 

Description  

The character area follows the meandering course of the River Bollin which forms its northern boundary.  The area 
is predominantly managed as pasture and is bound on its southern boundary by the M56 slip road.  Trees are 
located on the southern boundary and hedgerows define a small group of irregular fields which lead to a water 
treatment works to the east. 
Pylons can be seen following the course of the River Bollin.  

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

This area is a continuation of the River Bollin Valley which is a key component of the Dunham Massey registered 
park.  Although now interrupted by the A56, the area still retains its historic land use character. 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

None of the character area is under the ownership of the National Trust. 

Key viewpoints 

• Viewpoint 1: Goosefoot 
• Viewpoint 3: South avenue 
• Viewpoint 4: Perimeter walk 

Management objectives 
• Conserve the pastoral landscape to reflect historic landscape management practices.  
• Increase planting along M56 to limit the visual intrusion of this feature.  
• Seek opportunities to relocate pylons.  
• Manage hedgerows and tree planting to conserve historic landscape character and a visual foil to water treatment works.  



 

 Managing the visual setting of Dunham Massey 45 November 2015 

Character area 8: Wooded river valley 
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Character area 9: Bollin North 

Description  

The character area straddles the meandering course of the River Bollin and is dominated by large irregular fields 
managed to support pasture and arable crops. Field boundaries are marked by managed hedgerows and trees.  A 
cluster of agricultural buildings is located centrally along the north boundary and a water treatment works located 
on the eastern boundary. 

Pylons can be seen at regular intervals through the character area. 

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

Although it is likely the character area is located largely outside areas visible from the key viewpoints within the 
designed landscape, it is of importance to the setting of the registered park, e.g. as part of the visitor arrival route 
from the west.  The area retains much of the historic landscape character which has been greatly influenced by 
the River Bollin. 

Extent of National Trust ownership 

The character area falls largely within National Trust ownership.  

Key viewpoints 

N/A 

Management objectives 

• Conserve the rural agricultural landscape to reflect historic setting of the registered park and Dunham Massey town.  

• Conserve the meandering natural course of the River Bollin.  

• Ensure planting surrounding water treatment works is managed to conserve a visual foil to the registered park. 
• Seek opportunities to increase the ecological value of the River Bollin and the floodplain through the creation of shallow/ scalloped banks and allowing seasonal 

flooding. 

• Allow low-intensive grazing within the character area and avoid applying fertilisers to encourage greater diversity in the grassland sward (to be informed by further 
ecological surveys). 

• Seek opportunities to relocate the pylons. 
• Conserve skyline views and ensure any future development within or beyond the area reflects the historic landscape character. 
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Character area 9: Bollin North 
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Character area 10: Woolstencroft estate 

Description  

This gently sloping agricultural landscape contains a network of regular and irregular fields 
which surround a large farm.  A strip of woodland straddles the Agden Brook, which flows from 
the Bridgewater Canal in the southern part of the character area to the River Bollin to the 
north.  A number of public footpaths cross the area linking Spring Lane with Dunham 
Woodhouses to the north and Little Bollington to the east.   

 

Relationship to significance of Dunham Massey 

Although the character area is predominantly located away from key viewpoints from the 
registered park, it is possible to gain glimpsed views across this area from Dunham Massey on 
the west side of the house.  The area is important as this part of the historic estate retains 
much of its historic landscape character.     

Extent of National Trust ownership 

Almost the entire area is within the ownership of the National Trust. Only small sections along 
the southern boundary fall outside of the Trust’s ownership.  

Key viewpoints 

There are potentially far reaching views from the western edge of the registered park across 
the character area including out towards Agden Bridge to the west.  

Management objectives 

• Conserve the rural agricultural landscape including hedgerows to reflect historic landscape management practices.   
• Manage the woodland and Agden Brook as key features of the character area and to reflect their importance for nature conservation value and water management.  
• Conserve skyline views and ensure any future development within or adjoining the area respects the historic landscape character of the Estate and does not impact 

on rural views out from the park. 
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Character area 10: Woolstencroft estate 
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5 Conclusions 

5.1 The purpose of this report is to make recommendations for managing the surroundings of 
Dunham Massey, specifically the Grade II* Old Park in a way that conserves and enhances its 
significance.  It does not define a ‘setting boundary’, but describes a series of character areas 
that are visually related to Dunham Massey.   

5.2 The significance of Dunham Massey’s Old Park relies, in part, on its relationship with the 
surrounding landscape, notably:    

• It is the core of a once vast and powerful land holding as depicted by Harris (1750).  It 
forms part of a much larger NT owned rural estate; 

• The 18th century designed landscape contains a controlled formal landscape juxtaposed 
with the pastoral landscape of the Bollin Valley and working Estate – a relationship 
exploited through the designed vistas and incidental views out; 

• Views out to the surrounding landscape including Bowdon church and the north Obelisk 
are part of the formal design; 

• The property functions as a substantial green space set between Greater Manchester and 
rural Cheshire offering opportunities for countryside recreation and access – this 
tranquillity and sense of arrival and leaving an urban area is critical to its character and to 
the experience of visitors.  

5.3 Recommendations for managing the surroundings to conserve and enhance the elements 
that contribute to significance are made for a series of 10 character areas.  The character 
areas include land that is part of the wider National Trust Estate as well as land outside the 
National Trust property ownership.  The recommendation is to conserve and enhance the 
rural estate setting, including the long back drop views to the wooded ridges that surround 
the estate, ensuring these are not cluttered with foreground development or overtopped by 
large or vertical structures which would change the historic estate character and the sense of 
Dunham Massey as a green oasis on the edge of Greater Manchester. 
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DUNHAM MASSEY 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 

BACKGROUND 

Dunham Massey passed by descent from its granting by Hamo de Massey in 
1070 until the death, in 1976, of Roger Grey, 10th Earl of Stamford, when it 
was vested in The National Trust. It is today primarily the legacy of two 
families, the Booths and the Greys. 

SPIRIT OF THE PLACE 

“The monarchs of the forest, majestic and splendid, rejoicing in the very pride 
and strength of their beauty and gathered together in masses…. in the 
distance, solid and commodious buildings of red brick with an air more 
domestic than striking”    
Pictorial History of Manchester 1843 
Dunham Massey is first and foremost coloured by being the seat of a 
prominent noble family of ancient and illustrious lineage. The conservative 
and sophisticated taste of the family, together with their long held Puritanism, 
have resulted in a place of sobriety and solidity which impresses by these 
characteristics rather than by grandeur and embellishment. 

THE HOUSE AND COLLECTION 

The House is of national importance (Grade 1) both in terms of its association 
with and development by two important families in respect of their wealth, 
patronage and position. It represents the taste of each generation especially 
that of the Second Earl of Warrington (18th C) and the Ninth Earl of Stamford 
(early 20th C). Both with regard to its architectural style and decoration it is a 
solid rather than showy house where attention to detail is of particular 
importance. 
The collection is highly important and spans three distinct generations over 
three hundred years:- 
The library, walnut and mahogany furniture and the collection of huguenot 
silver of the Second Earl of Warrington. (The silver collection is recognised as 
being the finest in the possession of the National Trust). It was the Second 
Earl who purchased the single most important object at Dunham, Grinling 
Gibbon’s first known wood-carving based on Caracci’s engraving of 
Tintoretto’s crucifixation. 
Souvenirs from the Grand Tour and the mahogany and satinwood furniture 
collected by the 5th Earl of Stamford. 
The Edwardian refurbishment carried out by the 9th Earl of Stamford under the 
direction of Percy Macquoid. 



 

 

Other items of note are the 17th and 18th C portraits and the 17th C state bed 
which is one of the earliest and finest in Britain. The collection is noteworthy 
because of its comprehensiveness including, as it does, large quantities of 
outmoded items, which rather than being discarded were retained in store. 

THE PARK 

The Old Park planted  for profit, beauty and as an expression of power is 
important for its age and integrity. Oblivious to the encircling conurbation is 
has a feel of real antiquity, rather than the contrivance of a landscape by 
Brown or Repton. 
The 2nd Earl of Warrington had planted two of the avenues south of the 
house and the central avenue to the north by 1697. He subsequently laid out 
another four avenues to the south creating a total of six which fan out from a 
goose-foot shaped clearing at the end of the south lawn. Between the 
avenues blocks of woodland, primarily oak, beech, lime and chestnut were 
planted. The whole is interspersed with sheets of water as well as park 
buildings and statuary. The encircling wall was begun in 1748, and when it 
was finished three years and two miles later, the Earl commissioned John 
Harris the Younger to paint the four birds eye views that hang in the Gallery. 
Together they form a remarkable visual record of what had been achieved 
and what, to a substantial degree, survives today.     
Today the Park is listed by ICOMOS because of its historic importance and by 
English Heritage as Grade II*. The Deer Park is designated a SSSI because 
of its outstanding saproxylic invertebrate fauna. The herd of fallow deer are 
not only an essential part of the landscape but crucial in the maintenance of 
the dead and dying timber resource. 
The New Park, first mentioned in 1434, was relandscaped by Lady Mary 
Booth, Countess of Stamford in the 1760’s and is believed to be the work of 
Capability Brown. It is currently let to Dunham Forest Golf Club. 
There has long been a tradition of controlled public access to the Park with 
Dunham serving as now as a green oasis set between the urban sprawl of 
Manchester and the rural tranquillity of Cheshire. This feature was recorded 
by Elizabeth Gaskell in her Life in Manchester (Pub 1847) 
“they turned back to cast a long lingering look at Dunham….whose memory 
was to haunt in greenness and freshness many a loom, workshop and factory 
with images of peace and beauty” 

THE GARDEN 

Whilst historic features such as the mound, orangery, parterre and bark house 
exist much of the detail of the historic garden had been lost prior to Dunham 
coming to the Trust. Since 1976 the philosophy has been to develop the 
garden as a pleasure ground in sympathy with what was inherited but not 
restricting ourselves to historic planting. The garden contains a remarkable 
variety of ground cover in its woodland and waterside planting. Amongst its 
unusual trees and shrubs are a unique collection of azaleas and good 
collections of hydrangeas and skimmias. Increasingly the garden is being 



 

 

recognised as one of the great plantsmen’s gardens of the Northwest and 
renowned also for its lawns and for the high level of presentation.           

THE ESTATE 

The estate is important both for the essential buffering of the hall and park 
from the ever-encroaching suburbs of Manchester, in addition to its own 
historic integrity. It extends to 1,274 hectares (3149 acres) and represents the 
core of what was, for most of its history, a vast and powerful land holding. 
Largely surrounding the hall, garden and deer park it is divided into seventeen 
working farms (1036.4 hectares) with mixed arable and livestock enterprises 
and numerous small pockets of woodland. In addition there are 105 houses 
and cottages throughout the estate. In addition to the retained estate, much of 
the adjoining settlements of Hale, Bowdon and Altrincham are covered by 
restrictive covenants allowing the Trust an element of control and influence in 
order to ensure the protection of the character of the area. 
The estate is notable in agricultural terms for its little changed fabric following 
the complete renovation or rebuilding of its farmhouses and buildings to form 
model farms in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Today it represents every 
element of a traditional but diverse agriculturally based economic unit. 
Helping to ensure the long-term viability of much of the estate will be the 
housing development at Brookside Farm, which will be the first sustainable 
housing development in which the Trust has been involved. 

PEOPLE AND ACCESS      

Set as it is between the sprawl of Greater Manchester and rural Cheshire, 
Dunham affords the first substantial green space travelling south from the 
urban conurbation. Now, as in the 19th C, it probably more than any other 
Trust property meets the intention of the founders with regard to access and 
the visitor profile and is by most objective criteria the Trust’s most visited 
property. 
 

 

Stephen Adams 

Version 4 

May 2003 

 


	Figures
	1 Introduction
	Method and approach
	Task 1: Background and information gathering
	General NT and property information
	Data
	General background

	Task 2: Research and identification of key views/visual setting
	Task 3: Preparation of Zone of Theorectical Visibility (ZTV)
	Task 4: Interim meeting
	Task 5: Field work and characterisation
	Task 6:  Management/ mitigation recommendations


	Structure of this report

	2 Summary of the significance of Dunham Massey
	The Hall and gardens
	The Park
	The estate

	Dunham Massey from the North
	Dunham Massey from the south east
	Dunham Massey from the south west
	Dunham Massey from the south
	Summary of how surroundings contribute to the significance of Dunham Massey 
	3 Key views and character of the wider landscape
	Identifying key viewpoints
	Understanding character

	4 Managing the setting of Dunham Massey
	5 Conclusions
	Appendix 1


